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Combining fundamental research with applied, for impact that 
influences policy and informs practice.

• Methodologies and techniques for data science and artificial 
intelligence 

• Local economic growth
• Supporting vulnerable people 



Since 2014, we have worked with private, public sector and not-
for-profit organisations. By bringing the latest insights out of the 
university and into society, we have been part of solving real world 
problems. 

These collaborations influence and inform best practice all over the 
world.



This is your opportunity to use the power of data to 
enhance your organisation. 

Training 

Workshops

Podcasts and 
webinars 

Grant funded 
data analytics 

projects

Collaborative 
projects



Forward-looking organisations are beginning to realise that it is not enough to analyse 
their data; they must also act on it.

• We provide grant funding to renowned researchers to solve real-life challenges

• Maximising your data by collecting, organising, linking and analysing various datasets

• Creating proof of concepts, feasibly studies and sharing best practice

Grant funding

World class data 
researchers 
offer cutting 

edge expertise

Work completed 
and handed 
over to the 

client

Further support 
available



Find out more: 
blgdataresearch@essex.ac.uk



Open data: what are they and why should we be 
excited?

Open Data’s Impact on society

Open data repositories: examples

Case studies: how open data can revitalise public 
services



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c42QNa-rccw


Open data is publicly available data that can be 
universally and readily accessed, used and redistributed 
free of charge. 

• Openness of data exists on a continuum

• Main open data creators:
• Governments

• Scientists

• Corporations 

• derives its base from various “open movements” 
• such as open source, open hardware, open government, open 

science



• a driving force in advancing open data agendas: 

• through standard setting, 

• awareness raising, 

• defining public expectations.

• Smaller charities still lack the resources to develop 
the technical capacities they need to take 
advantage of open data.

Read more: https://www.stateofopendata.od4d.net/chapters/stakeholders/civil-society.html

https://www.stateofopendata.od4d.net/chapters/stakeholders/civil-society.html


• shift from open data experimentation toward consolidation 
• open data  = ‘business as usual’.

• growing awareness of need to share and reuse data
• need to upgrade policies, institutional structures, programmes, and practices 

• to ensure effective reuse of government data 

• secure long-term sustainability 

• ensure continuity of open data initiatives

• open data helped with digital transformation of services across 
countries
• links between open data and other policy areas deemed essential

Read more: https://www.stateofopendata.od4d.net/chapters/stakeholders/government.html

https://www.stateofopendata.od4d.net/chapters/stakeholders/government.html


• key roles: 
• data users, data intermediaries, data providers through data 

collaboratives

• Incubators and accelerators support companies to 
apply for and use open data

• Large and small businesses use open data:
• for business operations 

• to create new products and services.

• Open data remains largely an untapped resource 
• more support needed for SMEs to realise full benefits for 

business innovation.

Read more: https://www.stateofopendata.od4d.net/chapters/stakeholders/private-sector.html



1. 

Improving government, 
primarily by 

• tackling corruption 

• increasing transparency

• Enhancing public services 
and resource allocation

Example:

Source: http://odimpact.org/, GOVLAB

http://odimpact.org/


2. 

Empowering citizens, to 
take control of their lives 
and demand change by:

• enabling more informed 
decision making

• enabling new forms of 
social mobilisation

• Facilitating new ways of 
communicating and 
accessing information

Example:

Source: http://odimpact.org/, GOVLAB

http://odimpact.org/


3. 

Creating opportunity, for 
citizens and businesses 
by:

• Fostering innovation

• Promoting economic 
growth

• Creating jobs

Example:

Source: http://odimpact.org/, GOVLAB

http://odimpact.org/


4. 

Solving public problems, 
by:

• Allowing citizens and policy 
makers access to new 
forms of data-driven 
assessment of the 
problems

• Enabling data-driven 
engagement producing 
more targeted 
interventions and 
enhanced collaboration

Example:

Source: http://odimpact.org/, GOVLAB

http://odimpact.org/


4. 

Solving public problems, 
by:

• Allowing citizens and policy 
makers access to new 
forms of data-driven 
assessment of the 
problems

• Enabling data-driven 
engagement producing 
more targeted 
interventions and 
enhanced collaboration

Example:

Source: Dong E, Du H, Gardner L. An interactive web-
based dashboard to track COVID-19 in real time. 
Lancet Inf Dis. 20(5):533-534. doi: 10.1016/S1473-
3099(20)30120-1



https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/mckinsey-digital/our-insights/open-data-unlocking-innovation-and-performance-with-liquid-information#

https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/mckinsey-digital/our-insights/open-data-unlocking-innovation-and-performance-with-liquid-information












https://www.who.int/gho/database/en/



https://data.worldbank.org/

https://data.worldbank.org/


https://www.google.com/publicdata/directory

https://www.google.com/publicdata/directory


https://data.europa.eu/euodp/en/data/

https://data.europa.eu/euodp/en/data/


https://www.census.gov/data.html

https://www.census.gov/data.html


https://registry.opendata.aws/

https://registry.opendata.aws/


https://zenodo.org/



https://www.oecd.org/gov/digital-government/open-government-data.htm

https://www.oecd.org/gov/digital-government/open-government-data.htm


https://www.data.gov/

https://www.data.gov/


https://data.fivethirtyeight.com/





Essex Centre for Data Analytics: tackling issues 
earlier through smarter use of data

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kaDaBC7um8M


Falkirk Council collaborated with thinkWhere to develop a simple mapping 
platform to support the Fairer Falkirk strategy. The open source platform 
presents data from OpenStreetMap on a map that will help local 
community groups and citizens to find and access local services.

Read more: https://theodi.org/project/local-

governments-using-open-geospatial-data-to-

make-a-difference/#1561369304813-98242c28-

4c69

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3gtgF_8Peg
https://theodi.org/project/local-governments-using-open-geospatial-data-to-make-a-difference/#1561369304813-98242c28-4c69


Transport for London: open transport data for 
citizens and innovators

Read more: 

https://theodi.org/projects-

services/projects/public-service-

delivery-case-

studies#1543999447528-f2e9482c-

f7d8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UP9WwwiMtHQ
https://theodi.org/projects-services/projects/public-service-delivery-case-studies#1543999447528-f2e9482c-f7d8


• Selected Readings on Open Data Legislation and Policy: 

• https://medium.com/open-data-policy-lab/selected-readings-on-open-data-legislation-and-
policy-95b2c7146fbb

• Open Data Policy Lab

• https://opendatapolicylab.org/

• The GOVLAB: Open Data’s Impact. Explore the impact of open data around 
the world

• http://odimpact.org/

• GOBLAV resources: building new technology to solve public problems

• http://www.thegovlab.org/projects.html

• The OD500 Global Network: a study of companies that use open 
government data to generate new business and develop new products and 
services.

• http://www.opendata500.com/

https://medium.com/open-data-policy-lab/selected-readings-on-open-data-legislation-and-policy-95b2c7146fbb
https://opendatapolicylab.org/
http://odimpact.org/
http://www.thegovlab.org/projects.html
http://www.opendata500.com/


• Local government using open geospatial data to make a difference: 

• https://theodi.org/project/local-governments-using-open-geospatial-data-to-make-a-difference/

• ODI “Data and Public Services Toolkit”

• https://theodi.org/project/using-data-public-sector/

• https://theodi.org/service/tools-resources/data-and-public-services-toolkit/

• Local Authorities in UK: More case studies & examples

• https://theodi.org/projects-services/projects/public-service-delivery-case-studies

• ODI Data and Public Services Business Case Canvas

• https://theodi.org/article/data-and-public-services-business-case-canvas/

• Alan Turing London air Quality project (using Machine Learning and Open 
data)

• https://www.turing.ac.uk/research/research-projects/london-air-quality

• Open Data Charter consortium

• https://opendatacharter.net/

https://theodi.org/project/local-governments-using-open-geospatial-data-to-make-a-difference/
https://theodi.org/project/using-data-public-sector/
https://theodi.org/service/tools-resources/data-and-public-services-toolkit/
https://theodi.org/projects-services/projects/public-service-delivery-case-studies
https://theodi.org/article/data-and-public-services-business-case-canvas/
https://www.turing.ac.uk/research/research-projects/london-air-quality
https://opendatacharter.net/


• Open data: Unlocking innovation and performance with liquid information: 

• https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/mckinsey-digital/our-insights/open-data-
unlocking-innovation-and-performance-with-liquid-information#

• State of open data 2019 report 

• https://www.digital-science.com/blog/news/the-state-of-open-data-2019/

• https://figshare.com/articles/The_State_of_Open_Data_Report_2019/9980783

• https://www.stateofopendata.od4d.net/

• Open Data EU policy brief

• https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/open-data

• OECD Open, Useful and Re-usable data (OURdata) Index: 2019

• http://www.oecd.org/gov/digital-government/ourdata-index-policy-paper-2020.pdf

https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/mckinsey-digital/our-insights/open-data-unlocking-innovation-and-performance-with-liquid-information
https://www.digital-science.com/blog/news/the-state-of-open-data-2019/
https://figshare.com/articles/The_State_of_Open_Data_Report_2019/9980783
https://www.stateofopendata.od4d.net/
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/open-data
http://www.oecd.org/gov/digital-government/ourdata-index-policy-paper-2020.pdf




The visualisation of data
18th November 2020 10:30 AM

Social Return on Investment (SROI): Measuring your value
13th January 2021 10:30 AM

Plus coming soon...
• Asking the right questions to get the right answers (best practice in evaluation forms and 

impact assessment)
• Evidencing need
• Exploring your text data

Exploring data, enhancing knowledge, empowering society

Register online: www.BLGdataresearch.org

http://www.blgdataresearch.org/


Join in the conversation online: 

@BLGDataResearch #Data2Life 

LinkedIn: ESRC Business and Local Government 
Data Research Centre

YouTube: ESRC Business and Local Government Data 
Research Centre

Email: BLGDataResearch@essex.ac.uk 


